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Trotzky and His Project, Self Revealed
UhA'OLVTWX. whichOn: the political writing-- ; of

lectin Trotzky for twelve years prior to
the Hu.ssian revolution down to the date
of the overthrow of the autocracy, gives

us not only a vision of the revolution in
its formative stage, but through the
clarity of his political vision a glimpse
of the man himself.

In the biographical notes which pref-
ace Our Herniation Trotzky is summed

up as alert, aggressive, white hot; vibra-
ting that mental passion which always
characterize the intellectual Jew; and it
is in this racial characterization, as an
intellectual .Tew to which should 1ms

added the influence of a Iliissian en-

vironment that we, perhaps get the
keynote to the man.

Trotzky, the Knower.
After centuries of persecution, con-

tinued in Kussia to this day in constantly
recurring pogroms, it Ls a wonder that
the men of Trotzky's race should have
survived as a coherent entity. The goyim

have indeed been ungrateful. Consider
the world's attitude and especially Rus-

sia's attitude toward the Jew, in the
light of the astounding paradox in
Disraeli's glowing sarcasm: ''One-hal- f

of the civilized world worships a Jew and
the other half a Jewess."

It is this world attitude toward the Jew
that has developed in the race to such a
marked degree their chief characteristic,
cunning. We are not using the word in
its narrow sense, but rather us applied by
Carlyle, from the same root as konig or
king the knowing man. The word fits
Trotfcky well, for it was this same Jew-

ish inheritance of cunning which mad''
him konig or king de facto, if not by
nomination, of the Russian revolution.

Single of Purpose.
This trait is emphasized iti the intense

power of concentration, ami the acute
singleness of purpose in the man: '"even
in his quietest moments he resembles a
spring." Trotzky envisages both himself
and the revolution when he depicts a na-

tion '"gathered into fine compact whole,

as n lion ready to leap"."
Trotsky's plan for the revolution owed

both its strength and its weakness to his
power for concentration, and to his nar-

rowness of vision. He saw with a single
eye, a single idea, and rejecting all com-

promise, all middle of the road oppor-
tunism: by sheer force of direct and nar-

row purpose he succeeded in executing
his plan, where, perhaps, biirg.-- r ana
broader men would have failed.

It was not n democracy that Trotzky
aimed to establish in Hussia. and through
liusMa to impose on the world. The idea of
a government of the people, by the

and for the people he rejected as giv-

ing the bourgeoisie an opportunity to ex-

ploit the workers. Early in life super-

saturated in Mar.xi-.in- , Trol.hy had come

to believe that man's only hope for politi-

cal emancipation lay, not in a republic,
but in a labor dictatorship and that
despite the fact that the proletariat or
urban working class in Hussia are. as a
class, numerically small compared ivith
the peasants and are, mentally, on a
much lower plane than the middle and
prol''-i-!"!ri- l clashes.

The Russian Middle Class.
Trotzky finds the middle class bour-

geoisie in Kussia 'steeped in prejudices,
si'inned by the clatter of vents, exploit-
ing and being exploited, greedy- - and
helpless in their greed," and altogether
unfitted for leadership in the world
movement. ''.Still less were the peasants'
capable of political initiative. Scattered
out the country far from the nervous
centres of polities and culture, limited in
their view- -, the peasants could have no
great part in the straggles for the new
order."

Trotsky lelieed that in Kussia "a
backvvaid country with a degree
of capitalistic development, the prolcta-lia- t

should sooner reach political suprem-
acy than in a highly develops capital
is(je state." lie remarks that ""in tne far
more advanced capitalistic cntics. of
Eie.rl.itHt and America the proletariat
necr was in power, even lor a single
day." Ami rica, (icnuany and England
acy t'.an in a highly developed capital-ca- ll

Jo be able to overthrow the yoke;
the way rnut be blazed by l.';is-i- a. where
tin e:i.i!ah-ti- e bourgeoisie are weakly

and the working !.ism-- s aie com-

paratively strong.
Itut le finds the participation nf labor

in a ii'Vi-'.tiliv- 'iiK- - in

the role of a leading dominant
power. When we speak of a
labor government we mean tUat the
hegemony belongs to the working
classes.''

His bitterness against the peasantry is
accentuated by the fact that it was the
sons of peasants in the army of the
Czar, who overthrew the uprising of the
proletariat in 1005.

Yet he is willing to effect a compnimi.se,
for the present, at least, but fears for
the success of the labor dictatorship un-

less it is reflected by a similar uprising in
Germany and other countries, and the
Russian proletariat is able to call upon
the more highly organized resources of
the neighboring States lo help them by
force of arms to subdue the peasantry to
the role of economic subserviency be has
assigned to them; otherwise, Trotzky
foresees great danger to the revolution.

And 'when Trotzky foresees anything it
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has almost uncanny significance for us.
Twelve years ago the revolution was
planned by Trotzky, in minutest detail.
In a Russian jail he dreamed this dream,
and wrote the essay included in this
volume on Projects of a Labor Dieta-torahi- p,

wherein ho sets forth the whole
course of the Russian revolution as it has
unfolded before us in the last few
months.

So explicit are his directions as to what
should take place, so accurately does he
envisage the actual happenings of to-da-

that in reading this essay, written twelve
years ago, "one has the feeling
as if they were discussing problems of
the present situation.''

True, Trotzky has fallen. None the
less the operation he set out to perform
was "successful," although the ultimate
recovery of the patient is problematical.

Trotzky's narrowness ot vision did not
enable him to see that what was possible
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in Russiu was most improbable in other
countries. Precedents, to him, were blind
alleys; they led nowhere. Throughout tho
essays he constantly reiterates: "His-
tory does not repeat itself.''

llic fact that a revolution has never
occurred in a truly democratic country
signified to him, if it signified at all, that
Kussia must light the way. He expected
that even such advanced democracies as
the United States and England would
throw off the yoke of 'iourgcoisie con-

trol," and join hands with the Russian
proletariat the moment the labor dicta-

torship liecame n fact. His international-
ism has fniled where hit narrower na-

tional vision secured a momentary but
most overwhelming success.

The Man Himself.
Trotzky has lieea heralded as the long

looked for Russian Messiah; he has lx-e-

described as the malevolent, unscrupulous
agent of others would

dismiss him as a pitiful, ridiculous figure

a charlatan, clown or buffoon.
But neither praise nor abuse is good

argument. Trotzky's life, a singularly
clean one. is an open book which, read
with the record of his writings, shows

that from the time lie left the university
to plunge into the maelstrom of revolu-

tionary polities he has steered a straight
course.

A brilliant scholar, a forceful writer
and dynamic orator; witlj his intense
power of concentration he might easily
have achieved fame and amassed wealth,
as so many of his compatriots have done.

It was no "primrose path of dalliance"
that he chose to tread, but the hard road
of poverty and hard work, varied only by
enforced "vacations" behind prison walls.

Doubtless his course was influenced by
the many centuries of oppression his race
has suffered. Hut it was not to avenge
the race that Trot.ky arose, but through
the medium of the revolution to establish
a labor dictatorship and emancipate
mankind.

As the curtain descends upon what
may Ik- - the hist act of the griin tragedy
of the revolution and Trot.ky steps out
of the sMtlight into the darkness of the
Eu.ssian night we earnestly commend this
volume of the collected revolutionary
writings of Leon Trotzky to those who
would know something of the man and
of the revolution he planned.
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says in discussing the difficulties of

a historical treatment of contemporary
events, "The sifting must begin somo
time." And he succeeds admirably in
treating tiiem impartially in The National
Vroyrrt.: 1907-1SH- Here, at least, is a
good basis for historians who come after.
I'rof. Ogg's book is the concluding

of the series under the editor .hip of
Prof. Albert ISiishnell Hart.

THE NATIONAL PKOtiKKSS: K'07 1017.
Library Eilitinn of the Ameiiciii Nation,
Vol. X.WII. IiT lKKlrj:ll K Ar.sTIV
O,o. Harper Hrothcrs.

GREATER THAN
THE GREATEST

By Hamilton Drummoncl.
Xtc )tr 7(".rj A tile tir the

ihirttvnth vntnry Mriissl lt tifT--- tu
tn rp Jr is not a !or n o

and imtri hov h" rurrWy tm.
thr irn i iitj r tt.i tint, ttiit t.r
irivat ttit-- ilit- M'ftl h i

a Minify UwJ t!i Ir ilia: p:r i'i ifi- -t

,1 .0 Xtt ' "' ' ,H
E. P. DUTT0N & CO.. m Hfiii At., X. V.

THE EARTHQUAKE
By ARTHUR TRAIN

In these war days, you will find infinite comfort, fun, and in-

spiration in this new novel of the day and hour. It describes in a
way which conveys much shrewd and useful advice the adventures
and reactions of a typical American family, when they found that
America was not only "at war," but "in" the war to the hilt, and
proceeded, each in hi.s own way, to do their bit. ?l..riO net.
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